Those of us who are directionally-
challenged understand the hassles involve d
in cxploring new ground. We Fklt't'i‘;iﬂtll}'
stop at rural gas stations to ask which way is
south and if that is actually the direction we
want to travel. We visit foreign areas,
squinliug at miniscule strect signs as lhr:.' go
by, trying to determine where our exit is.
The prospect of venturing into dense forest
or on to |tig|l mountaintops scems i'iﬂl-;j.'
unless we have large light beacons strapped
on our backs. It's ohvious: we need help.

With global positioning systems (GPS)
gaining in pupuldril_'.', it secms like the ideal
solution. However, it's difficult to deter-
mine which units are tor the amateurs and
which are lor serious navigators,

The Magellan Meridian Platinum is for
the maore seasoned adventurers or those in
dire need ol directional assistance,
L'n:.'l"r'Lhing a basic GPS receiver does, the
Meridian Platinum does better. Features
you cm|}' wish your GPS receiver has are
standard on this unit.

Fina”}, you can L'NETIIH'I'R_" the world and
not get lost,

One of the |1igh]igh1..*: on this GPS unit is
the three-axis electronic compass.
I'raditional compasses tend to bie I‘mi{'l-;}'. It
you are not holding it properly, it won 1
point you in the right direction. The elec-
tronic compass on the Meridian Platinum
will give you your bearings regardless of
how you hold the unit or whether you're
moving or stationary, The three-axis system
allows vou to hold the receiver at any angle
and still get a reading. Asa result, you can
tilt the unit and track up to 12 satellites
Himlﬂlﬂn-:mml}'. These same 12 satellites that
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are 1~1|1|:-|n:.'m| also make the Meridian
Platinum one of the most accurate GPS
units on the market, with a boastiul acc uracy
of three meters or less.

Built-in sensors give the Meridian
Platinum another feature not standard on
maost GPS units: a barometer. This feature,
previously popular with enly metcorolo-
gists, proves handy for those who spend
time outside. If you're hiking in the middle
ol a forest, it's a :_mml idea to know what
the weather |1|.‘|I'I.'1' on c|nir1:_3‘. It's like your
own private weather station, but one small
¢ |1uu5_|h to fit into the |h'l||ll ol your hane.
The barometer also kee ps a 24 hour rec ord,
so you can look back at the weather tre nels
in certain areas.

As mapping technology is improving, the







